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Greetings!  By the time you all read this   
article, I will have been with you for about a 
month.  Amazing isn’t it?  I have spent some 
time here in these past few weeks reminisc-
ing about the ways in which I had prepared 
to come here to Crafton Heights to be your 
pastor.  I spent a lot of time wondering how 
I would lead you, how I would continue the 
ministry that CHUP is involved in.  To be 
honest I had a few plans and a lot of ideas--
that is something that Seminary gave me a 
lot of—ideas on how to be the pastor.  We 
were taught about what the church needs to 
be viable and active in the world.  So, like a 
good seminary graduate, I came with those 
ideas, with a vision of doing ministry in the 
midst of First United Presbyterian Church of 
Crafton Heights. 
 
As soon as I walked into the church a month 
ago, I was reminded that the church is a   
living organism—that every church is differ-
ent.  I was reminded that ministry is not 
about me, but it is about the community and 
joining together as a body to proclaim the 
gospel in the world.  Brad Berglund in his 
book Reinventing Worship does a great job 
in describing the church when he writes, 
 
The New Testament offers many images to 
describe the church. Two of those images—
the “family of God” and the “body of 
Christ”—make it clear that Christian    spir-

ituality, by design, is to be lived out within the 
nitty-gritty arena of community. When the con-
gregation gathers in Jesus’ name, the   scat-
tered, “dis-membered” body of Christ unites, 
once again, to re-member Christ. Each week 
individual members actively bring the body 
back to life. 
 
I am excited to be part of a congregation that 
gathers together in order to be strengthened by 
Christ and each other, and then that is sent out 
into the larger community.  I love what I am 
seeing in Cross Trainers, the Connectors     
program, the Preschool and many other minis-
tries of this church.  I am humbled to be       
reminded that church is not me; church is not 
the building, but the church is the people gath-
ered together in the name of Jesus Christ!   
You are the church, and I am blessed to be 
here with you! 
 
I hope that as the summer too quickly comes 
to an end, you will be in prayer about the ways 
you can be a part of this congregation!  We 
continue to have Adult Faith Builders on   
Sunday mornings at 9:00 in August, and all are 
welcome.  Stay tuned for the many opportuni-
ties that are coming this fall!  I truly believe 
there will be something for everyone! 
 
See you in Worship! 
 
Melissa 
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Monthly Meetings 
 

Deacons…………..…...August 9th @ 6:30pm* 
   *(Note change of time) 
Open Door Steering…..August 5th @ 6:00pm 
Session ………………....August 18 @ 7:00pm 
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1st        9 am Adult Faith Builders; 
            10 am Worship 
8th       9 am Adult Faith Builders; 
            10 am Worship 
11th     Community Group Meeting 
12th     1 pm Preschool Pool Day 
15th     9 am Adult Faith Builders;  
    10 am Worship 
            11:15 am PW Bible Study/Lunch 
16th    10 am– 12 pm Preschool in the Park 
17th     5:30- 9 pm Deacon’s Service Project 
22nd    9 am Adult Faith Builders;  
    10 am Worship  
25th     9 am Adult Faith Builders; 
            10 am Worship 
29th     9 am Adult Faith Builders; 
            10 am Worship 
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6/13 110 20  

6/20 107 18  

6/27 112 16  

7/4 267 12  

Totals: 596 66  

The next blood drive will be Sunday,  
September 19 from 8:00am - 1:00pm. 
Our time has been expanded due to  
the nice turn out we received at the  
last drive.  Please consider making  
your life saving appointment today.   
Simply email Gabe or Michele Kish  
at  chupblooddrives@yahoo.com and  
request a time or give them at call at 412-922-
1950.  We look forward to hearing from 
you.  Thank you for helping to save lives one 
donation at a time.  
 
Gabe & Michele Kish  
CHUP Blood Drive Coordinators 

Join Presbyterian 
Women for a bible 
study and lunch on 
August 15th (to make 
up for the cancellation 
in May).  
 
The lesson is: 
Outsiders Become  Insiders:   
Rehab and the Gibeonites.   
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1st Luke Barnes 
 Bill Hyslip 
2nd Sally Barth 
 Emma Richardson 
 Sidney Szumigalski 
3rd  Ryan Lane 
4th Gabriella Kramer  
6th Barbara Prevost 
8th Iona Kraus 
9th Florence Hall 
10th Pam Stutzman 
14th Joe Knouff 
 Thomas Musko 
16th Barbara Voeltzel 
17th Lauren Mack 

17th Laurel Williams 
19th Dennis Piper 
 Loryn Kramer 
20th Stephanie Conrad 
 James Sloan III 
22nd Dave Pesacreta 
23rd Mary Kalbaugh 
 Beebe Lightell 
 Kathleen Schaffer 
24th Nathan Abel 
25th Bill Seidel 
28th Rebecca Mehl 
 Henry Simcox 
30th  Ida Mae Parris 
 

The Adult Faith Builders class continues during the summer for all adults at 9 a.m. on Sun-
day mornings in the conference room.  Temporary Supply Pastor Melissa Shaughnessy will 
teach a series on “Christian  Commitment in Today’s World” during July and August.   
Not only will this class be an opportunity to study passages in 1st and 2nd Thessalonians and 
Philippians with other adults, it will also provide an opportunity to get to know and spend 
time studying the Bible with Pastor Melissa.  All adults are invited. 

When William P. Merrill wrote the 
Hymn, "Rise Up, O Men of God", I 
can only guess that he did not foresee 
that his words might inspire a group 
of men to awake early every other 
Sunday morning to have some coffee 
or tea, eat a doughnut or bagel, read 
some scripture, and converse about 
the things that are important in their 
respective lives... And that's exactly 
what we do! 
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Beginning again this September, the 
Men's Group plans to get together 
every other Sunday at 7:45AM to 
grow in the faith, enjoy some fellow-
ship, and work towards making a   
difference in the world, even if it is 
just a speck on the globe called    
Crafton Heights... Would you like to 
join us? There are no "membership" 
requirements or "dues", just your will-
ingness to be there. 

For information, please contact Glenn Mack, 412-200-2958. 
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Scott 
Lodge 

2 nights  
Double 
$109  

Triple $99 
Single $149 

Main 
Lodge 

2 nights 
 

Double   
occupancy 

$80 Per 
Person 

Cabins 
2 nights 

 
$70  
Per     

Person 

Family Rates 
and 

 One day 
rates 

are available. 
Call  

Adam Simcox 
for details 

412-889-5720 

Limited 
Scholarships 
are available 

 

Call Adam 
Simcox  

for details 
412-889-5720 
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So we can plan the event better and Crestfield can accommodate us ,  
please sign up before September 26th. Call Adam @ 412-889-5720. 
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Thanks for your support of 
the Deacons’ Lazarus Fund 

and  Food Bank Sunday on June 27th.  We collected $1,390.00!    We will purchase     
fifteen $10 grocery store gift cards and send the remaining $1,165.00 to the Pitts-
burgh Presbytery for the Lazarus Fund.  Donations for both of these ministries are 
always welcome, so feel free to put additional donations in the offering plate in an 
envelope clearly marked for the Deacon Ministry, with a note about which fund you 
want to support. 

Lazarus Fund & Food Bank Sunday 

We are beginning a partnership with Catholic Charities Ref-
ugee Ministry, which supports the resettlement of about 150 

families per year in the Pittsburgh area, some as close as Westwood and Crafton.  As a start, we are collect-
ing Back to School Backpacks for distribution to recently resettled families.  If you are interested in partici-
pating, individually or as a group, please collect the following items in a new backpack and then bring the 
filled backpack to church on Sunday, September 5th or Sunday, September 12th. 

Backpack Items: 
¨ 4 spiral notebooks  
¨ 4 unsharpened pencils 
¨ 12 colored pencils (in packaging) 
¨ 1 large pencil eraser 
¨ 1 ruler (flat, flexible plastic; indicating both 30cm and 12in) 

            Contact: Mary Beth Barnes at 412-922-5429 

on September 19th . World Vision is a Christian humanitarian  
organization dedicated to working with children, families, and their communities worldwide to reach their 
full potential by tackling the causes of poverty and injustice.  You will hear stories from church members 
about why they sponsor a child through World Vision and the difference it makes in the lives of the child 
and the sponsor.  Everyone will have an opportunity to commit to sponsoring a child through World Vision 
for $35 / month; groups within the church could also collaborate to sponsor a child. 
Contact: Mollie Sam at 412-922-3231 
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Pittsburgh Project  
       Service Weekend  

 
 

      *Friday evening, November 5th 

         to Sunday afternoon on November 7th 

 

      *Keynote Speaker: Saleem Ghubril  
 

      *$25 Registration Fee  
         (The Team will raise the other $60 / person.) 
 

      *Worship, meals & housing at the Pittsburgh Project  
 

Contact: Gabe & Michele Kish at 412-922-1950 
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March 2011 - Service Week 
 in Mission, Texas  

   
Watch for  details in the fall,  but contact 
Stacey Xander at 412-608-2216 now if 
you are interested in your schedule being 
factored into the planning process! 

World Vision HOPE Sunday    
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TWOgether Pittsburgh will be offering a Marriage Enrichment weekend 
at The Radisson Green Tree on September 24th and 25th.  This pro-
gram is for ANY married couple who would like to make their marriage 
better.   
 

¨ The program is offered free of charge, but preregistration is required.   
¨ Refreshments will be provided.   
¨ Please contact Penny Zeisloft to register at:  412-373-1522 or 

at: pwzeisloft@yahoo.com.  
  
What is the purpose?  
 

The Marriage Enrichment module of TWOgether Pittsburgh is designed 
to enhance the viability and health of marriages through the refinement 
of skills that sustain, improve and enrich their relationships.  
 
Who should be involved?  
 

Any couple in a relatively healthy marriage relationship that may desire 
to enrich, enhance or safeguard their marriage covenant.  
 
What topics will be discussed?  
 

The topics will range from understanding the couples strengths and the 
effects of their family of origin, to an examination of various marital hot 
topics, including communication, conflict resolution, finance, and sex 
and intimacy.    
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Thank You! 
 

Cross-Trainers is coming to a close and we would like to say thank you to every-
one that made this year’s camp a success! Thanks to your generous donations we 
were able to raise $18,183. Because of your donations 60 kids were able to spend 
their summer at Cross-Trainers for free. We would also like to thank everyone 
that has provided meals for the staff throughout the summer. We would also look 
to thank Brian Buckley for providing our musical entertainment for the summer. 
Most of you didn’t have the opportunity to see the camp in action, but so many of 
you had a role in the success of the program and for that we are thankful. Check 
back next month for a full recap of camp or talk to any one of the staff members. 
 
 
 

Volunteer at The Open Door 
 

As Cross-Trainers comes to a close it’s time to start thinking about fall program-
ming at The Open Door. It won’t be long before the kids are back in school and 
we will be starting our fall programs. We are always looking for more volunteers 
to help us keep The Open Door running. There are a number of opportunities to 
lend a hand, some of which involve working with kids and some that don’t. If 
you are interested in being a volunteer please call Jason at 412-921-6153.  
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Articles for the September Runner are due on or before Sunday, 8/15/10.  
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¨ God would be glorified through the ministry of The Open 
Door. 

¨ Life-changing relationships would develop between the kids 
and the volunteers. 

¨ The Steering Committee would provide visionary leadership and direction       
according to God’s will. 

¨ God would continue to provide new means of financial support for programs, 
staffing, and facility upgrades. 

¨ God would provide committed volunteers who share in the vision of The Open 
Door. 

¨ The love of Jesus Christ would be experienced in all of the relationships created 
through The Open Door. 

 

Congratulations to Erlina Mae and Matt Ad-
ler who were married on July 3, 2010.  

Best wishes to Ann Wilson, who 
turned 101 on July 21!   
If you’d like to send her a  belated 
card (hint, hint), you can mail it to 
her at:   
 
      Marian Manor 
      Room 204B 
      2695 Winchester Drive 
      Pittsburgh, PA  15220 
 
 

We have a few more special days planned to 
meet new families and stay connected with our 
current preschool friends. Join us at Westwood 
Pool on July 29th & Aug. 12th after 1:00pm to 
cool off during the hot summer. Be sure to join 
us for another fun morning on Monday, Aug 
16th from 10:00am-12:00.  We will meet at the 
Stratmore St. Park. We will have water activi-
ties, painting, fun crafts and just time to play 
together. This is open to all families with chil-
dren ages 2 and older. 
 

Space is still available for Preschool, sign up 
now so we hold your spot! 
 

Call Cheri Mack for more info:  412-921-6153. 

PRESCHOOL NEWS 
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Worship Schedule for August 
 Faith Builders —  9:00a.m . -  (Adults only) 

Worship — 10:00a.m. 


