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Dear Friends, 
 “What will make your heart sing?”  That is 
the question that appears on the cover of the appli-
cation packet for the Lilly Endowments’ Clergy Re-
newal Program.  Last month, I mentioned my joy at 
having been a part of the application process and at 
our congregation’s receipt of this award.  Elsewhere 
in this issue, you can read about Pastor Melissa 
Shaughnessy, who will be your Temporary Stated 
Supply Pastor from now until October.  I thought 
that I would use this space this month to let you 
know a little about how I answered that question… 
 Time on and around the wa-
ter is what makes my heart sing.  
Fishing, boating, birding, tubing, ski-
ing, swimming…it’s all good.  Very 
good.  And through the generosity of 
the folks at the Lilly Endowments, 
I’ll be able to experience quite a bit 
of that in the weeks to come.  Here’s 
a rough outline of where we’ll be: 
 July 5 – 16: Santiago & Val-
paraiso, Chile.  Some of you will 
remember Mandy Arriagada Dolz, 
our AFS “daughter” from six or sev-
en years ago.  We will be visiting 
Mandy and her family in their home 
during the Chilean winter season. 
 July 17 – 26: Puerto Maldonado and Cus-
co, Peru. From Mandy’s place, we’ll spend a week 
in the Amazonian regions of Peru, where we’ll stay 
in a research station and (hopefully) fish for pira-
nha!  Then we’ll climb up the Macchu Pichu, one of 
the oldest and most majestic Incan ruins on the 
planet. 
 July 26 – August 1: Pittsburgh.  Home 
sweet home to check on the garden. 
 August 2 – 20: Raystown Lake, PA.  We 
will have access to a houseboat on this remote lake 

in Huntington County, where life will be a little slower 
and there will be plenty of space for reflection, read-
ing, and renewal. 
 August 21 – 29: Pittsburgh. Home sweet home 
to learn how to can peaches and salsa. 
 August 29 – September 29: Israel, Jordan, 
and Egypt.  Ariel and I will travel to the Holy Land, 
where we’ll use any number of modes of transport 
(including hot air balloon, train, and camel) to visit the 
ancient sites and discover new things about ourselves 
and our faith. 
 September 30 – October 10: Pittsburgh.  I will 

conclude the Sabbatical and take a week’s 
vacation by re-integrating into life in the 
USA and looking forward to time together 
with you all. 
 For those who are interested, you’ll 
be able to see photos and hear stories by 
following my newly-created blog – simply 
visit http://castyournet.wordpress.com/ to 
see where we’ve been and what we’ve been 
up to.  I hope you enjoy it. 
 As you can see, it’s a lot of travel.  
Yet there is also a significant amount of 
time built in the schedule for rest and relax-
ation – a true gift to me and the family.  I 
appreciate your prayers and will look for-

ward to seeing you again soon. We may run into each 
other during the summer – and I hope we do.  But 
please help me to honor the process by treating me as 
your friend, and Melissa as your pastor.  God will do 
amazing things in our midst – as he has been for so 
long now.  I’m eager to be with you at the All Church 
Retreat in October and learn how your journey has 
been shaped by our time apart. 
 For those of you who will make it on July 4, 
“I’ll see you in worship…”.  May God watch over 
each of us during our absence one from another. 

-Dave  
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Monthly Meetings 
 

Deacons………………...No Meeting in July 
Open Door Steering…...July 1st @ 6:00 p.m. 
Session ………………...No Meeting in July 
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1st        6pm O.D. Steering 
      Committee meeting 
3rd       Erlina Mae Bowers & Matt Adler’s  
             wedding 
4th     Independence Day;  
     9 am Adult Faith Builders;  
            10 am Worship 
5th       Supply Pastor, Melissa Shaughnessy  
             begins 
6th      8:15 pm Softball Game 
11th     9am Adult Faith Builders; 
            10 am Worship 
    11:15 am Coffee Hour 
14th     8:15 pm Softball Game 
16th    11am Preschool Board Meeting 
18th     9 am Adult Faith Builders;  
    10 am Worship;  
            11:15 am PW Bible Study/Lunch 
20th    5:30 pm Deacon’s Service Project     
22nd    6:45 pm Softball Game 
25th     9am Adult Faith Builders; 
            10 am Worship; 
27th     6:45 pm Softball Game 
29th     Cross Trainer’s Closing Ceremony 
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5/16 102 11  

5/23 69 6  

5/30 75 15  

6/6 92 17  

Totals: 338 49  

TWOgether Pittsburgh will be offering a 
Marriage Enrichment weekend at The 
Radisson Green Tree September 24th and 
25th.  This program is for ANY married cou-
ple who would like to make their marriage 
better.   

Please mark your calendars!   

 Adult Bible Study 
 Opportunity  

 

The Adult Faith Builders class continues    
during the summer for all adults at 9 a.m. on 
Sunday mornings in the conference room.  
Temporary Supply Pastor Melissa Shaugh-
nessy will teach a series on “Christian    
Commitment in Today’s World” during July 
and August.   Not only will this class be an op-
portunity to study passages in 1st and 2nd Thes-
salonians and Philippians with other adults,  it 
will also provide an opportunity to get to know 
and spend time studying the Bible with Pastor 
Melissa.  All adults are invited. 
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3rd  Carl Schrenker 
7th Bill Reynolds 
 Donna Musko 
8th Michelle Donovan 
11th Madge Seidel 
12th Susan Barth 
13th  Gerald Homme  
14th Kelly Salinetro 
 Hallie Jean Miller 
15th Paul Reed 
16th  Stacey Xander 
17th Carolyn McGaha 
 Ed Schrenker, Sr. 
 Memphis Carpenter 

18th  Patty VanderMeer 
20th George Huebner 
 Karren Sites 
21st Ann Wilson 
 Jessica Weaver 
22nd Joann Mikula 
 Carly Barnes 
23rd Thad Ciechanowski 
 Karlena Mehl 
24th  Aliza Ciechanowski 
26th Becky Fuhs 
 Jim Fuhs 
27th Jessalyn Gielarowski 
31st Cheri Mack 

Thank you for taking the time to donate or attempt to 
donate blood at the CHUP Blood Drive on June 6th. 
Even though we had several people defer, we still 
collected 25 units of blood.  That was our 
goal.  Hopefully, we can surpass that number at the 
next drive.  

Here's the breakdown: 
  
   23 units collected 
   3 donors deferred 
   1 Double Red Cell Donation 
 
   25 Total Units Collected 
 
Thank you again for taking time from your busy 
schedule to donate and ultimately help   save lives.   

Please mark your calendars for our next drive 
which will be Sunday,  September 19.  We hope to 
see you again and maybe this time you can bring a 
friend!!! 
 
Gabe & Michele Kish  
CHUP Blood Drive Coordinators 

Volunteers are needed for our next volunteer 
evening with the Greater Pittsburgh Food 
Bank.  We are looking for 10 volunteers for the 
Produce to People Program.  This will take 
place on Thursday, July 1, 2010, from 4:30 
pm - 8:30 pm at the VFW located in McKees 
Rocks (by Pat Catans).   
 

Volunteers are also needed at the Greater Pitts-
burgh Food Bank warehouse located in Duques-
ne.  We are looking for 10 - 15 volunteers for 
the TANF Project (Temporary Aid to Needy 
Families).  This will take place on Tuesday, 
July 20, 2010, from 5:30 pm - 9:00 pm at the 
Warehouse in Duquesne. We will be distrib-
uting food to local families in need.   
 

If you would like to join us please sign up on 
the sheets on the bulletin board in church or�
simply contact Gabe and Michele Kish at:       
412-922-1950.  We would be glad to answer 
any questions you might have.��

Calling All  
Volunteers!! 
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Scott 
Lodge 

2 nights  
Double 
$109  

Triple $99 
Single $149 

Main 
Lodge 

2 nights 
 

Double   
occupancy 

$80 Per 
Person 

Cabins 
2 nights 

 
$70  
Per     

Person 

Family Rates 
and 

 One day 
rates 

are available. 
Call  

Adam Simcox 
for details 

412-889-5720 

Limited 
Scholarships 
are available 

 

Call Adam 
Simcox  

for details 
412-889-5720 
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So we can plan the event better and Crestfield can accommodate us ,  
please sign up before September 26th. Call Adam @ 412-889-5720. 
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I am very excited to take this oppor-
tunity to introduce myself.  My name 
is Melissa Shaughnessy and I have 
been called as your Temporary    
Supply Pastor.  I am from Akron, 
Ohio where I was born and raised.  
My parents, my sister, my niece and 
several of my other family members 
still live in Akron. 
 
I graduated from Kent State Univer-
sity in 2002, Ashland Theological 
Seminary in 2005 and Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary just this past 
June 2010.  I am a life long Presby-
terian and have been a member of the 
same congregation my whole life.  
My church back home is my family, 
and so I am very excited to get to 
know another family in CHUP! 
 
I feel very blessed to have been 
called to your congregation.  I am  
excited to lead worship, teach      
Sunday School, assist in meetings 
and provide pastoral care to those 

among you who are in need.  As a        
recent graduate of seminary I am eager 
to be doing ministry.  I have many ideas 
and have met with Pastor Dave to talk 
about the many great things that are 
happening at CHUP. 
 
I hope that you will all feel free to stop 
into the church, email, or call me while I 
am serving as your pastor.  I am eager to 
hear your stories!!  My email is: 
mshaughnessy@pts.edu and my cell 
phone number is 330-221-0838.    
 
See you in church!      

 
��������

Greetings First United  
Presbyterian Church of  

Crafton Heights!!  
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As CHUP prepares to welcome Pastor Melissa Shaughnessy as our Temporary Supply Pastor during Dave’s 
Sabbatical leave, you may be interested in reading the following commandments.  They are taken from Brian 
McLaren’s website (brianmclaren.net) and used with his permission. 

 
I. Thou shalt not compare the old Pastor and the new Pastor, for the Lord thy God has made each person 
unique and wishes you to appreciate each original creation. 
 

II. Thou shalt not expect everything to stay the same when the new Pastor arrives. Nor shalt thou resist 
change, nor assume that change is bad, but thou shalt trust that the Lord thy God isn’t finished with your 
church yet and is bringing change for your good and the good of your mission. 
 

III. Thou shalt not make graven images of thine old grudges, nor shalt thou keep stale disappointments in the 
temple of thine heart, but thou shalt forgive and move on in the grace of the Lord thy God, for how can thou 
ask God for mercy unless thou give mercy from thine heart? 
 

IV. Thou shalt not commit gossip, nor shalt thou fearfully complain, nor shalt thou listen to those who do, 
but instead thou shalt entreat them to adjust their attitudes and lighten up, for everything shall be alright, and 
in fact, shall turn out very well indeed – better than you can even imagine. 
 

V. Thou shalt not commit nostalgia or say that the old days were better, for in so doing thou shalt make thy 
judgment come true. Be assured that the Lord thy God is not falling asleep at the wheel, but will be with thee 
and surprise thee with abundant blessings, more than thou canst contain or count. 
 

VI. Thou shalt not factionalize nor create “us-them” divisions, but thou shalt unify with thy brothers and sis-
ters even when they annoy or confuse you. 
 

VII. Thou shalt not come to the new pastor with your demands, pressure, complaints, bad reports, manipula-
tions, threats, agendas, unsolicited advice, or snide comments. But thou shalt say, “Welcome! How can we 
help you? We love you! We would like to increase our giving significantly. We’re praying for you and your 
family. Welcome to our community! We baked you some cookies!” And each week, thou shalt do so again 
and again until the new pastor begs you to stop. 
 

VIII. Thou shalt increase thy giving, and not withhold thy tithe, but invest thy money and thine heart in the 
future of thy community of faith and mission. 
 

IX. Thou shalt not come to thine old and former pastor with anything but praise for the new pastor, but thou 
mayest bring thy concerns to God in humble prayer, and if thou must, thou may also share concerns with the 
duly appointed leaders of the church. 
 

X. Most important, thou shalt trust God, and stay connected to God, and draw strength from God, staying 
deeply rooted in the message of God’s grace. For God is good, and God will never leave you nor forsake 
you. You can count on that for sure!  

��������
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Thanks to all the Connectors who are making initial contacts with congregants 
“ to help every person experience meaningful connections within the church  
family”.  Please pray for the Connectors as they all seek to fulfill their commis-
sion from the June 13th service to serve with “energy, intelligence, imagination, 
and love.” 

 
PITTSBURGH  COMMUNITY  FOOD BANK  SERVICE  OPPORTUNITIES  

Contact: Gabe & Michele Kish at 412-922-1950 
 

• Produce to People, American Legion Hall in McKees Rocks (by Pat Catan’s) 
Distributing fresh produce to hungry families 
Thursdays, July 1st and August 5th from 4:30 to 8:00pm  

 

• TANF program (Temporary Aid to Needy Families), Warehouse in Duquesne 
Packing boxes assembly line style 
Tuesdays July 20th and August 17th from 5:30 to 9:00pm 

 

Did you know?Did you know?  
  

• On behalf of the congregation, the Deacons recognize milestones such as births and gradua-
tions with simple gifts.  We also share encouragement in other ways, such as goodie boxes 
for college students during exam time, holiday gifts for members who cannot regularly attend 
worship, and memorial gifts to honor those members who have passed away.  If you are     
interested in helping prepare and deliver gifts, please contact Mary Beth Barnes at 412-922-
5429. 
 

• As part of our Partnership with the Mbenjere C.C.A.P Congregation in Ntaja, Malawi, we 
sponsored Session Clerk Godfrey Saka and Elder Robert Kalitera to attend the “Thy King-
dom Come” Mission Conference at the African Bible College in Lilongwe (the capital city of 
Malawi) from July 28th – 31st.   
 

• We are interested in increasing communication with our sister congregation by sending 
more letters via regular mail or email.  If you are willing to take responsibility for writing 
one letter a year to our sister congregation, please contact Sandi Blum at 412-527-9627. 

������������������������������������� ���

Please pray for the Deacons as we strive to “teach charity, encourage compassion, and       
direct the people’s help to everyone within and beyond the community of faith.”                  

We appreciate your support and welcome your ideas and feedback!   

We will be having our regularly scheduled bible study and luncheon on July 18th . Also, there 
will be a bible study and luncheon on August 15th to make up for the cancellation in May. 
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After a week and a half of training and preparation, the Cross-Trainers staff 
opened the doors for the start of Cross-Trainers. It has only been a few days but 
the camp is running smoothly. We have 60 kids signed up for camp and 10 more 
on a waiting list hoping to get in. If you are able, I would invite you to come to 
camp for a day to see this awesome ministry in action. I know you won’t be     
disappointed. As we gear up for the next couple weeks I would ask that you    
continue to pray for the staff and the campers.  
 
In addition to your prayers we are looking for help in other areas as well.: 
 
¨ Sponsor a Camper: To cover the cost of the entire camp we estimate it will 

take $18,000. As of June 23rd we are only $3,262 short of our goal. If you 
would like to sponsor a camper for the entire camp it’s $300. And $50 will 
sponsor a camper for a week. (Checks should be made out to The Open Door 
with Cross-Trainers in the memo line). Thank you to everyone that has         
donated already! 

 
¨ Feed the Staff: We are still looking for volunteers that 

would like to feed the staff after camp. Every day after 
camp, there will be 11-12 hungry staff and volunteers that 
will be looking for something delicious to eat. The staff 
can come to your house or you can come to the church. If 
you don’t like to cook; pizza, Subway, or any other take-
out option work just fine. If you are interested in providing 
a meal for the staff, please sign-up on The Open Door   
bulletin board beside the church office or call Jason. 

“The LORD rewards every man for his righteousness and faithfulness…”  
1 Samuel 26:23a 
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Articles for the August Runner are due on or before Sunday, 7/18/10.  
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¨ God would be glorified through the ministry of The Open Door. 
¨ Life-changing relationships would develop between the kids 

and the volunteers. 
¨ The Steering Committee would provide visionary leadership and direction       

according to God’s will. 
¨ God would continue to provide new means of financial support for programs, 

staffing, and facility upgrades. 
¨ God would provide committed volunteers who share in the vision of The Open 

Door. 
¨ The love of Jesus Christ would be experienced in all of the relationships created 

through The Open Door. 

Corrections:   
 

¨ Last month’s Runner listed this message with a couple of spelling errors.  It should 
read:  Congratulations to Grandma Sue Barth and Aubrey &  Jason Slotten. Aubrey & 
Jason’s daughter, Makenzie Marie, was born on 5/20/10.  

 

¨ Tim & Cheryl’s street address is listed incorrectly in the Roll Book.  It should read:  
Mt. Pisgah Road.  Also, Cheryl’s email address has changed to:   

      cprepelka@juno.com.  Please make those changes. 

Christian sympathy for the loss of Marge Dillon, a friend of Marge Freeman, and to the Dillon family. 

This is a gentle reminder: 
 
A couple of years ago, we were the owners of nearly one hundred folding metal & wood chairs.  We got the 
"new" white ones and put the old ones up on the 3rd floor for those times when we needed a little extra seat-
ing capacity, and to have something on hand in case people needed to borrow chairs for a special event at 
their own home. Now there are about a dozen of those old chairs in the building. 
 
Will you please check your basement or garage and see if you've got a few that you've been meaning to get 
back to the church and just haven't gotten around to it yet?  You can return them, no questions asked.  We will 
probably need them for some of our summer ministries here.   
 
Please take a moment to look and then return them. Thanks for your help. 
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Worship Schedule for July 
 Faith Builders —  9:00a.m . -  (Adults only) 

Worship — 10:00a.m. 


