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Beloved in the Lord, 
I thought that I would take this month’s 

“front page” to update you on the progress of our 
participation in the Lilly Endowments’ Clergy    
Renewal Grant Program.  As most of you are 
aware, last Fall the session and I applied for a grant 
that would fund a season of renewal and reflection 
for me, my family, and the congregation.  Our     
application was one of 149 that was funded (out of 
well over a thousand submissions) in thirty-six 
states. 

The Endowment’s goal is “to bol-
ster the good work that America’s pastors 
and congregations accomplish day in and 
day out and to reinforce and build upon 
important work being done on both sides 
of the pulpit.”  According to Endowment 
Vice-President Craig Dykstra, “We have 
heard wonderful stories from the pastors 
who already have experienced their sab-
baticals. Their time away has freed them 
up to pursue personal interests and needs 
in ways that have given them new energy for minis-
try – and their congregations have discovered that 
they didn’t fall apart without their minister around. 
Indeed, they too experienced refreshment and a new
-found sense of their own strengths.” 

Since receiving word of our funding, plans 
have proceeded at a good pace.  I have made       
arrangements for some travel that will allow me to 
see parts of the world I’ve only dreamed about.  
Next month, I’ll tell you about my hopes to fish, 
bird, visit, and read in some amazing places, thanks 
to the generosity of the folks from Lilly. 

For the last few weeks, a team appointed by 
the elders has been interviewing applicants for the 
position of “Temporary Stated Supply Pastor”.  In 
addition to funding the pastoral travel and recrea-
tion portion of the experience, the Lilly Endow-

ments is also funding the salary of a replacement pas-
tor for the months of July, August, September, and 
early October.  This person, who should be identified 
in early June, will be at CHUP three-quarter time and 
will be charged with planning and leading worship, 
helping the session and committees continue to “live 
into” the new structure, providing pastoral care, and 
making plans for the All-Church retreat (October 15 – 
17). 

Although I will be returning to the church prior 
to then, the Sabbatical will formally end with 
a time of reunion at the All-Church retreat at 
Camp Crestfield.  In this relaxed and infor-
mal setting, we’ll be able to get together and 
swap stories, look at photos and video, read 
scripture, and hear what God has been   doing 
over the summer months. I hope that you will 
make plans now to attend that retreat. Regis-
tration will begin soon, and scholarship assis-
tance is available. 
As I sit in on the interviews with the candi-
dates for the Temporary Supply position, I 

am pleased to reflect on the seventeen years of our 
pastoral relationship.  I find myself saying time and 
time again, “This is a great job.  These are wonderful 
people.  This is a good church.”  Someone will be 
blessed to come and share a part of the journey with 
you.  I hope and pray that you are planning to take full 
advantage of this  aspect of the experience by getting 
to know, to serve with, to learn from, and to teach our 
Temporary  Supply Pastor. 

As I said, there will be more details about the 
experience next month.  Now, please join me in prayer 
for the other preparations that are ongoing – and pray 
about your ability to participate in the ministry of this 
congregation in new ways as a result of this grant from 
the Lilly Endowments.  I’m not going anywhere yet…
so I’ll see you in worship! 

 -- Dave 
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Monthly Meetings 
 

Deacons………...…....June 21st @ 7:00 p.m. 
Open Door Steering….June 3rd @ 6:00 p.m. 
Session ………………June 16th @ 7:00 p.m. 
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1st       8:30 am Full Staff  
             Meeting; 6:45 pm Softball Game 
2nd      10 am Preschool in the Park; 
             7 pm Connector’s Orientation; 
             7 pm Choir Practice 
3rd       6:00 pm  O. D. Steering Committee 
5th       9 am Capital Campaign Meeting 
6th      8:30 am Blood Drive; 
             7 pm Youth Group Finale 
7th      Preschool Meeting 
8th       8:30 am Staff Meeting;  
     8:15 pm Softball Game 
9th      6:30 pm Preschool Meeting  
             at the Mack’s; 7 pm Choir Practice 
13th     7:45 am Men’s Group 
16th     7 pm Session Meeting 
17th     6:45 pm Softball Game 
19th     9 am Youth Group Car Wash  
             at Busy Beavers 
20th     9:45 am Faith Builders—last class; 
    11:15 am PW Bible Study/Lunch 
21st      Cross Trainers begins;  
             7 pm Deacons meeting 
22nd    6:45 pm Softball Game 
27th     12:15 pm Coffee Hour; 
             7:45 am Men’s Group;  
             2 pm Church Picnic 
30th     6:45 pm Softball Game 
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4/18 95 20  

4/25 80 16 12 

5/2 81 18  

5/9 94 20  

Totals: 350 74 12 

The next blood drive will be on Sunday, 
June 6 from 8:30 am to 12:30 pm.  Please 
note the time change. If you are in line at 
12:30, you will still be able to donate. Please 
consider giving a Double Red Donation. For 
more information on Double Red donating, to 
make your life saving appointment, or to ask 
any questions, please contact the new coordi-
nators, Gabe and Michele Kish. They can be 
reached at chupblooddrives@yahoo.com or  
412-922-1950.  We look forward to hearing 
from you.  

TWOgether Pittsburgh will be offering a 
Marriage Enrichment weekend at The 
Radisson Green Tree September 24th and 
25th.  This program is for ANY married 
couple who would like to make their      
marriage better.   

Please mark your calendars!   
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1st  Tracy Eagan 
3rd Leah Stutzman 
 Joe Szumigalski 
7th Jimmy Fuhs 
8th Virginia Czopek 
9th Channing Crowell 
11th Sharon Carver 
 Jennifer Homme 
12th Wayne Martin 
15th Charmaine Kososki 
 Cheryl Prepelka 

16th Miriam Bode 
17th  Samantha Marie Edie 
19th Vivian Ciechanowski 
21st Jason Dix 
22nd Dave Carver 
26th Megan Stutzman 
27th Linda Piper 
28th Carl Martelli 
29th  Stel Lightell 
30th Don Prevost 
 

 A listing of CHUP email       
addresses has been compiled 
and available to anyone who 
wants a copy.  Copies can be 
found in the back of the     
sanctuary. If you like to make 
changes or additions, please 
call the office. 

graduated from Bishop Canevin 
High School on May 23rd.  She 
will be enrolling at CCAC in 
their nursing program in the Fall. 
 

Congratulations Sarah!!! 
 

There will be a Work Day at CHUP on Tuesday, June 1st at 6:00 p.m.  Join 
us for an evening “Work Day - Clean Out”. We will throw away junk, put away 
some other junk, cut down some weeds, and clear out a closet or two.  
 

Hoagies will be served for dinner; so bring your spouse or a friend!  
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¨ June 27th is Lazarus Fund & Food Bank Sunday 
On Sunday, June 27th, the Deacons will collect food for our church’s Food   Pantry and money for 
the Lazarus Fund. The Food Pantry is often in need of Main Dishes, particularly the boxed meals or 
tuna helper, as well as toilet paper, paper towels, and basic toiletries.  The Lazarus Fund, a ministry 
of the Pittsburgh Presbytery, offers grants to local people to help with utility or rent payments.  The 
maximum grant is $200, all of which comefrom contributions.  Lazarus appli-
cants are our friends and neighbors.  Applications are processed right here at 
CHUP by Mollie Sam and Clare Weaver.   In these difficult economic times, the 
number of applicants is up and funding is down.  Please consider giving to this 
very worthwhile local ministry.  Envelopes for donations will be available in the 
pews on June 20th and 27th.   

 
¨ Volunteering Opportunities to Help Alleviate Hunger in our Community 

Does your summer schedule enable you to dedicate some time to volunteering?  
If so, you might want to join Gabe and Michele Kish in one of two service    
projects coordinated by the Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank (where 
former Open Door Director Brian Zeisloft currently serves as the Agency Rela-
tions Coordinator).  On Thursday evenings from 4:30-8:00pm, the Produce to 
People program distributes fresh produce to hundreds of hungry families at the 
American Legion Hall in McKees Rocks (by Pat Catan’s).  Gabe & Michele are 
coordinating groups to help with distribution on Thursdays, July 1st and August 5th.  They are also 
organizing groups to serve the Food Bank’s TANF program (Temporary Aid to Needy Families) 
by packing boxes assembly line style on Tuesdays June 15th, July 20th, and August 17th from 5:30 to 
9:00pm at the warehouse in Duquesne.  You can register for both opportunities in the back of the 
Sanctuary. 
 

¨ Connectors Congregational Care Ministry 
“ to help every person experience meaningful connections within the church family” 
Thanks for your prayers regarding the new Connectors ministry.  Twenty-five individuals have 
agreed to serve as connectors for the first year of our program!  We will meet on Wednesday, June 
2nd from 7:00-8:30pm for Orientation, and then connectors will make initial contacts with their   
congregants during June.  The All-Church Picnic  on the afternoon of Sunday, June 27th would be a    
relaxing opportunity for everyone in the church family to get better connected, so we hope to see 
YOU there. 

 
¨ Fall Adult Mission Opportunity with Pittsburgh Project 

The next Pittsburgh Project Service Weekend for adults will be held from Friday evening, Novem-
ber 5th to Sunday afternoon, November 7th, with Saleem Ghubril as the keynote speaker.  Participants 
will worship together each day and spend time in teams on home renovation projects for eligible 
homeowners for a full day on Saturday and half a day on Sunday.  Everyone stays together in the 
Pittsburgh Project’s recently constructed dorms, and meals are provided.  The cost of the weekend is 
$85, but the CHUP mission team plans to have our participants pay only the $25 registration fee and 
work together to raise the remainder.  Please SAVE THE DATEs now and let Gabe Kish know if you 
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out and generously showed their sup-
port for preschool at our pasta dinner 
on Sunday, May 2nd.  Over 120 people 
enjoyed delicious home made sauce 
and pasta, salad and desserts.  
 

We had eight gift baskets that were  
raffled off and even had a few CHUP 
winners! Stacy won the sports basket, 
Steve won the inspirational basket, 
Clare Weaver’s grandchildren won the 
summer time fun and Christmas      
baskets. �	����������	���  
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We have a few 
special days 
planned to meet 
new families and 
stay connected 
with our current 
preschool friends. 
Pass the word 
around about a fun 
morning on Wed. 
June 2 from 
10:00am-12:00.  
We will meet at 
the Stratmore St 
Park. We will have 
painting activities, 
fun crafts and just 
time to play       
together. This is 
open to all fami-
lies with children 
ages 2 and older. 

Many of the preschool alumni families 
were excited about the dinner and were 
anxious to look around. It brought back 
many fond memories for them. They 
also marveled at the building improve-
ments and expressed their joy that we 
(CHUP) have a commitment to the 
building and the community to make 
them both a better place. 
 

The total donation proceeds were:  
$1,768. 
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Pang’ono pang’ono is a Chichewa phrase that means ‘little by little.’ It is a very common response to all 
sorts of questions, a response that has come to mean a great deal to me recently – maybe because I find   
myself using it so much. But in using it, I have gained a different perspective on situations and on God’s 
timing for things. 

I first find myself using it when asked how things at Chigodi Women’s Center are progressing. This      
question comes repeatedly from pastors and church members who had heard of the hard times Chigodi is       
having and want to know if things are changing. So they ask and I respond, “Pang’ono pang’ono.” They 
smile and seem to understand that recovery from financial problems takes time. They nod and say, “That’s 
good.”   Recently, the questioning had been personal, about my recovery from the hip surgery. Again I     
reply, “Pang’ono pang’ono. Again, those inquiring nod and respond, “That’s good.” When asked how I    
am       progressing with learning Chichewa, I respond, “Pang’ono pang’ono,” because that is the reality.      
I am  learning little by little, slowly. You get the idea. 

Pang’ono pang’ono is a response to a great many of the questions about how life is progressing because    
the reality of life is that things usually change or move slowly. That is not the reality that most of us from 
the Northern Hemisphere like or like to hear. We have been conditioned to expect things to come quickly,     
instantly, immediately. When they don’t, we are frustrated or irritated. We think something is wrong and   
we are being cheated or being treated unfairly. That is not a Malawian understanding of life. Here things  
just take longer to happen. It takes longer at the bank or at the grocery store or just getting through traffic 
then we would expect in the States. Malawians have no other expectations. They move pang’ono pang’ono 
in a line and never complain. 
  
But as I reflect on the situations of my life, there really is progress happening and a pang’ono pang’ono     
outlook allows me to appreciate that progress rather than being frustrated that it is not faster. Chigodi is        
progressing. We have had three significant programs this month that are addressing life issues for the 
women who attended the programs. They were small programs, but they made a difference for the women  
in attendance. We have two new income generating projects that benefit the women who are doing the   
sewing and help the Center begin to pay its own way. Then, I am healing well. I’m now walking without     
a crutch and pang’ono pang’ono, the limp is disappearing. I have no pain when I walk. That is cause to 
praise God. My Chichewa is coming along. I have a few more phrases that I am comfortable using and    
I’m understanding much more of the conversations around me. 
  
As I reflect on all of this, I think that pang’ono pang’ono is God’s plan for our sanctification. It is little by 
little that I learn kindness and patience and gentleness and faithfulness and all the other fruits of the Spirit 
that God want to have grow in my life. All of these things happen pang’ono pang’ono in the situations of  
my life. My prayer for this month is that we might all grow into the likeness of Christ, pang’ono pang’ono 
and that we learn to appreciate that approach to life. I think I’m learning, pang’ono pang’ono. 

Kay Day’s Prayer Letter from May 
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(The Rev. Kay Day is a PCUSA Mission worker in Malawi, Central Aftica.) 
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You Can Help Make Cross-Trainers a Success!! 
 

In just a few short weeks, The Open Door and the church will be full of 50-60 neighborhood 
kids on a daily basis for six-weeks. That’s right, it’s time once again for Cross-Trainers. For 
the next few weeks, we will be working out all the details of camp. We will be hiring a staff, 
setting up field trips, planning out curriculum, etc. Another important task at hand for us is to 
raise the funds necessary to run the camp. As most of you know, we offer Cross-Trainers for 
free as to not hinder any of our neighborhood kids from spending their summer surrounded 
by people that love Jesus. If you feel led to support Cross-Trainers there are a number of 
ways you can do that: 
 

¨ Financially: You can donate whatever amount you feel led to give. Or you can sponsor a 
camper. The cost to send a camper to Cross-Trainers for the entire camp is $300. $50 will 
sponsor a camper for a week. (Checks should be made out to The Open Door with Cross-
Trainers in the memo line). 

 

¨ Feed the Staff: Every day after camp, there will be 11-12 hungry staff and volunteers that 
will be looking for something delicious to eat. The staff can come to your house or you 
can come to the church. If you don’t like to cook; pizza, Subway, or any other take-out 
option work just fine. If you are interested in providing a meal for the staff, please sign-up 
on The Open Door bulletin board beside the church office or call Jason. 

It’s time once again to get ready for a sum-
mer of fun with Cross-Trainers. Cross-
Trainers  is a free summer day camp for kids 
ages 6-13. The camp runs from 8:30 a.m. - 
12:30 p.m.  Monday-Friday from June 21st 
until July 29th. The camp will engage kids in 
worship, skits, recreation, arts and crafts, Bi-
ble lessons, and weekly field trips. A free 
breakfast and lunch provided by the city are 
available as well. This year, a few of our 
campers will get to experience a week away 
at Laurel Mountain Christian camp. Only 30 

spots are available for this opportunity and 
those will be filled on a first come first 
serve basis.  
 

To register for Cross-Trainers, a parent or 
legal guardian should you can pick up a 
registration packet after at the church from 
8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Monday-Thursday. 
You can also call  Jason Dix at 412-921-
6153 to make other arrangements to regis-
ter. We can only take 60 campers, so be 
sure to register early! 
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Articles for the July Runner are due on or before Sunday, 6/20/10.  

����������	

����
����������
 

¨ God would be glorified through the ministry of The Open 
Door. 

¨ Life-changing relationships would develop between the kids 
and the volunteers. 

¨ The Steering Committee would provide visionary leadership and direction   
according to God’s will. 

¨ God would continue to provide new means of financial support for programs, 
staffing, and facility upgrades. 

¨ God would provide committed volunteers who share in the vision of The Open 
Door. 

Gert Clokey wishes to thank everyone for their kind thoughts and all 
the visits.  She was deeply touched by your concern and well wishes. She 
is due to be home by press time. 
 
Congratulations to Audrey & Jason Slotter & Grandma Sue Barth. 
Audrey & Jason’s daughter, Mackenzie Marie was born on 5/20/10. 

Steve Lignos and Matt Bandi 
514 Carriage Circle 
Pittsburgh, PA    15205 

Kelly Salinetro - 

ksalinetro@gmail.com 

������
������
���� �
!�



First United Presbyterian Church 
   of Crafton Heights 
50 Stratmore Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15205 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
PITTSBURGH, PA 
PERMIT NO. 862 

“The Runner” 
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Published by 
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Articles due the 3rd Sunday of 
each month  �����

Worship Schedule for June:  
 Faith Builders —  9:30a.m. 

(through June 20th) 
Worship — 11:00a.m. 


